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Intersecting Oppressions:
Ending Discrimination against
Lesbians, Gay Men and
Trans People in the UK

ZOR-JANE PLAYDON

The decadent apostles of the most bideous.and Ipathsome vices no lofiger congeal their
degeneracy ared degradation . . They appear to revel in their defiance of public opin-
fon. They do not shun publiciey. On the contrary, they seek it, and toke a delight in
their flambovant notoriety.

ACTIVISM

I wish to provide an activist petspective on the gaining of gay, lesbian and trans
civil liberties and, in particular, to forus on what is held in commen by
activism in these areas. Activism still depends. heavily on voluntary work by

- communicy prganisations, which require a sense of shared values and purpose
in-order to coalesce, Equally, though, activism requires internal discussions,

fuelled by heteregencous ideas, in order to progress. The activist dynamic,
therefore, is one beth of commonality and variety, and charzing these charac-

. teristics is important., Set against those diverse but cohesive standpoinss is the

lumping together, in the majoriry public arena, of lesbian, trans and gay issues
as 2 homogenous undesirability, subjected to generalised exclusions, which
clide different minority community identities. This chaprer, therefore, is also in

* part an attempt to moderate thar homogenised view taken by majority culrure.

As trans activist Stephen Whirde (2002: 62} points out “Theory and acrivism
are inextricably intertwined bedfellows, especially when it comes ro the devel-
opment of policy and law.” Trans, gay and lesbian activism is played out against

. and within a variery of theorerical perspectives. To take lesbian feminism as an
- example, in the 1970s, the horion of the personal being polirical meant that the

<A Book that must be Suppressed,’ The Sunday Express, 19 August 1928,
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sepdratist organisarion strategy of the Women's Liberation Movemsient was log-
ically extended to lesbian separatism, as ‘the ultimare sign of repudiarion of and
withdrawal from male sociery.” {Stmms, 1981: 227-39, 331}, Lesbian feminism
developed as heterogeneous, however, and during the 1980s:

challenges from a nomber of sources have resulted in the decéntring of lesbian femi-
nism: fizstly . . . sex-radical lesbians rejected ferninist prescription of sexual behavioar
... secondly, Queer politics challenged the separatist emphasis of lesbian activism L . .
more indirectly, black féminise chatlenged all white feminists 16 examine their racism
and theorize “whiteness® . . . lesbian feminism in the 1990s is a self-conscious, inrellec-
taaily and politically diverse field which aburs on a wide variery of other discourses,
including Queer Theory, Chicana Theory and Postmodernism {Andermahy e af.,
1987: 123).

Equaily, theoretical perspectives may arise from acrivism, so thart, for Whitde,
the origins of Queer Theory were in ‘the work done in the late 1960s . . . to gain
that removal from DSM Il of homesexuality as a psychiaric disorder,” so that
*Queer Theory arose from this usilitarian mix of activism and academia,” It did
so even though ‘at the time, this work would have been recognised not as the
start of a major theoretical movement, but rather as part of the process of polit-
ical acrivism.” (Whittle, 2602: 62, 63). More self-consciously, theorisarion of
‘difference’ emerged from the disjunciure berween majoriry colture’s homogeni-
sation of gay, tans and lesbian people and the lived experience of individuals
themselves. Thar discussion has 2lmost been polarised around positions, which
support either 2 social constructivist approach or an essentialist viewpoint. It
has alsc been deconstructed into ‘différence’, using Derridian ideas of the oper-
arion of langnage, ro challenge ‘the very concepe of a coherent identity and a self
from. which intellecrual and political positions flowed’ (Andermahr 2¢ af., 1997
61).

The idea of “history” thus becomes problemartic in thess connections. The
chronicling of experiences of trans, leshian and gay people has only recently
begun. For those engaged in acdvismi, the felt experience and the affinities aris-
ing from that are perhaps fore-grounded more than evenrs validared by the
‘rules of evidence’ of historical science as iris usnaliy conceived, Some martters
remain ‘secrer hisrory,” the lore and wisdom transmirted inside a minority
group, through which it negotiates its relationships with exrernal gromps,
Lesbian invisibility has been countered by oral history projeets, the purposeful,
sustaiped process of collecting, editing and publishing spoken accounts of per-
sonzl experience from members of a minoriry group. The purposes of such work
are ofren valorisarion, providing accounss which support the discrete identity
and dignity of a group, through witacssing and through theorisation. This chiap-
rer, perhaps, will have more of the character of “herstory’, thart is, history rold
by women, as a story of sameness, valuing emorional éngagement and evoking
solidaricy (Purkiss, 1996). Ax acrivisr approach, however, is closer to that of the
bricoleur than the historian:
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The bricoleur reads widely and isknowledgeable about the many interpretative para-
digms . .. works berween and within competing and overlapping pesspectives and par-
adigms.

The bricoleur understands thar research is an interactive process shaped by his or
her personal histary, biography, gender, social class, race and ethaicity, and these of
the people in the serring. The bricolewr knows that science is power, for 2l research
findings have political implications. There is no valus-free science. The bricolewr alsa
kaows that researchers all tell stories abour the worlds they have studied . . . The prod-
ucr of the bricoleur’s laboris a bricolage, a complex, dense, reflexive, collage-like cre-
atton, that represents the résearcher’s images, understandings, and interpretations of
the world or phenomenon under analysis {(Denzin and Lincoln, 1994: 25,

Inevirably, activists have no foreknowledge of the kinds of narratives thar will
be creazed from their work. They seek to shape compelling arpuments to arouse
the awareness of a specifi¢ forum or of the public in'peneral, to interest them in
thelr issues, and to arouse them ro act. History and historiography are dara to
be interrogared for what they may vield in the way of approaches, or precedents,
or weaknesses in the arguments of the other side. History is essentially some-
thing which zerivists hope to male.

Similarly, personal identity is less impéorrant than political idensificarion. In
an arena where sweat equity’is the major asset, the work that someone is will-
ing ro take on and campléte for the group is crucial, in a way char genealogy is
not. Identity politics thus constirure a strategic essentialism: to rake forward a
legal case of discrimination, it is necessary for the appellant to be gay, or leshian
of trans, but not for their Jegal team 1o share thar identity. However, thare may
be an argument to be made for the legal team ro have affinities with the emo-
tional experiences of the defendant. For example, in the case of P v S and
Another (Sex Discrimination),” the trans woman P was supporited by a leshian
solicitor, Madeleine Rees and a black barrister, Rambi de Mello. She specifically
asked for Helera Kennedy as QC in the case, because she believed her to have
‘the passion,’ the emotional engagemens with a struggle for freedem, as 2 nee-
essary concomitant ro an inzetlectual engagement with the legalides of the case
In a different vein, as the chaprers by Johnson and by Chau and Hetring in this
book discuss, identity may also be construcred cthrough biclogical argnmen:s,
which support the idea of essencizl physiological differences, and which may be
decisive for some individuoals, -

Further, although complex theoretical understandings 2re a necessary past of
the bricolage of activism, less sophisticared viewpoints are also invaluable.
Althusser’s idea of the Ideological State Appararys, talken with Foucanlt's cri-
tigue of power relationships, still provides a useful, pracrical way of framing
activism, more recent theorerical positions norwithstanding. v brings inte clear

2P 8 and Another (Sex Discrinination) [1996] 2 FLR. 347.
* Personal recollections &3 a hember of the téam supperting the case.
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focus the insrirutions and their processes, throngh which social exclusion is cre-

ated znd mainrained: pragmatically, the Church, law, medicine and education.
are, in the end, the arenzs in which gay, lesbian and rrans liberties are lost or -

won, From this standpoins, exclusion commenced with a dominant religious
ideology defining a particilar group as morally bad, continued with the law

carrying onr specific sanctions against the group’s members, and conscripted
medicine to ‘cure’ the social evil and end the moral panic. Finally, ediication is’

brought into service to disseminare justifications for these actions, and to sup-
press the voice of the minority group.

Unpicking and reversing these actions is the practical task of activism. Often, |
it requires relarively simple messages, to gain zriendon, and thus there is 2

difficult balancingact to be maintzined in seeking equal civil starus in a way that

is rrue ro community understzandings. The aim is to weigh the experiences and

needs of excitded individuals and proups against what is praetically achievable
in the public arena ac any given point. Thus, activist groups may produce
homogenised {and sometimes sanirised} versions of their minority communiry,
for the purposes of legal argument and political lobbying. Such strategic essen-
tiatisations are actions of polirical expediency, fundamental o the provisional-
ity which informs the processes of activism. They are hostages to fortune, given
to be taken back, and given-as reminders of the power inequity that action must
change. They represent a nomadic position, a transitvin the arc of mevement
rowards freedom, nor a final, definitive, restng point.

Activism is also something that is held in general, as well as being the specific
preserve of particular specialist groups in minority communities. Three broad
activist responses to social exclusion are made in the areas of language, direct
action and organising, and while new directions may be discovered and pro-
mated by specific individuals and groups, every community member is able to
engage in this agenda. Language and identity will be reclaimed, so thag, for
example, the abusive rerms ‘gay’, “queer’ and “dyke” have been reclaimed and
used as acrs of polivical defiance, while trans people have refused the patholo-
gised rerminology of “a rranssexual’ or ‘transéexnals’ as ways of speaking to or
abour them. “We're here, we'se queer, get nsed to it,” is one populist way of
expressing this reclamation, with sloganised teé-shirts finding an equally hon-
curahle station. Second, relagionalicy and public space is reclaimed, by actions
ranging from 2 woman kissing her girlfriend in the street, to Gay Pride marchies,
being ‘our’ at work, and challehiges 16 predominant stereotypes of dress or activ-
ity. Third, a pressure for change in civil staras will be eigated, legal cemedies will
be soughr and political lobbying will be combined with wide-rdnging educa-

rional programmes, through the media, conferences, publications and lecrures,

#As people organise, activist communities will be creared, able to provide sup
porr te each other, in a variety of ways, apart from politically. Now, the Interner

produces new interest grotips for gay, trans and lesbian people on almosta daily’

basis but before them, small ads or word of mouth provided knowledge ofclubs,
pubs, safe meeting-places, and sources of help, despite all of sociery®s atrempis

Intersecting Oppressions 133

ar suppression.* Just going to & leshian, gay or trans pub or club is, in and of
imelf, at some level an act against social exclusion, a reclaiming of space.

Finally, writing about activism from this standpoinr is problematic. Breadth
is gained at the expense of depth and in secking o generalise. inrersections
between trans, lesbian znd gay activism, [ shaill lose parucularices, However,
what is held in common is relarively broad: action in support of ‘thar funda-
mental and inalienable value which is equality.’®

SOCIO-LEGAL INTERSECTIONS

All lawovers who bave had criminal and divorce practice know that there is in modern
social life an undercurremt of dreadfil degradation, wnchecked and uninterfered
with ©

A militant, Christian orthodoxy, legirimised by a transcendenr male God,” was
a crucial part of Victorian mind and society. That ideology provided aggressiva
denunciations of gay, lesbian and trans peeple, and social exclusion was opera-
tionalised through the emerging science of medicine. Farly sexologists described
three communities interchangeably as, for example, ‘constitutional invert’, “sex-
ual inrermediacy’, or ‘psychic hermaphrodire’ (King, 1993), thos refusing ro
recognise the different groups of people {s¢e Chau and Herring, this volume),
and denying their rights to debare and define théir own idensities—a process
now called abjection.® However, such ‘cases” were still only 2 martter of casual
censure, such as the magistrate’s comments about Bill [Mary] Chapman in 1835
She may be a disorderly and disrepurable character, which, in fact, her dressing
as & man ciearly shows, but [ know of ne law o punish her for wearing male

attire.’?

The second intersection in the abjection of gay men, lesbians and trans
people, however, is provided by legal debazes and acrions which ook place out
of the public gaze, in privileged sertings, not subjecr 1o public debate.
Labouchéfe’s addition o the Criminal Law Amendment Act in 1885, added
homosexuality to the list of punishable offences. Instantly, gay men who
expressed their sexuality were effecrively criminalized, with their furure offering:
a choice af complete secrecy about their sexuality; or prison with hard labour,

+ For example, see Gazdiner, ] (2003) for an account of the famous Gateways club.

¥ See footnore 2,

¥ Parliamentary Debates (Fenisé of Commons), Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 4 Auguer 1921,
para. 1799-1806, Criininal Law Amendrent Bill [Lozds]. Cited in Orany and Tuzrnbull (2001 138}

7 The political parposes of orchodox, transcendény Christianiry are intergstingly discussed by
Pagels (1979).

& By ‘abjection’ | mean the socio-polivical processes of casting our that which disturlbs identity,
order, systems, by denying ir 2 voice ar an jdentity: effectively denying ir agency, excluding it from
social discourses, For defimivions, discussions amd furrher reading see Andermahi e al (1997).

? Anon guotd #n “The Sinks of London Laid Open: A Pocker Companion For the Uniniriated,’
{Oram and Turabull, 2001 238, 25).
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or a ‘cure’ by the sexologists. Gay male identity was excoriated, as in
Queensberry’s notoricus, insuloing card lefr “To Oscar Wilde posing
Semdomite’ (Ellmann, 1987: 412}, and was severely punished if that apparent
identity could be linked with gay sexual behaviour. Although since Henry VI
buggery had been punishable by death or life imprisonment, and this acrt just
exrended iilegalicy o cover ali forms of homosexual acrs in private or in public,
the change in the law, and Wilde's case in particular, broughe gay male sexual-
ity into the public eye as a focus for renewed punishimenr and panic.

In 1921, a similar atrempt 1o add lesbianism re the Criminal Law Amendmen:
Act was defeared in the Lords, since as Lord Birkenhead warned:

You are going to rell the whele world there is such an offence, o bring ir ro the notice
of women who have never heard of it, never dreamed of it { think this is & very grear

mischief. 10

Case-law, rather than statore, operated in the case of trans people. In the case of
X,V it was decided that no erans people in Scotland could have their birth
certificates correcred or receive civil recognition in thair sex. However, in 1965,
Ewan Forbes, well-known in the trans community as a trans man whose birth
certificate had been correcred in 1952, won the case thart he, racher than his non-
trans male cousin, should follow the male succession and inherit the ritle from
his father Lord Sernipill. All records of that case disappeared, to the extent that
the Public Records Office in Edinburgh was unzble t6 find any traces of fr, undl
a direct request by Dr Lynne Jones MP, Chair of the Parliamentary Forum on
Transsexualism, stimulared its discovery (Playdon, 1996),

Stereoryping provided the third intersection. The trials of Oscar Wilde in
1895, the obscenity case brought against Radelyfle Hall's The Well of
Lonelinegss in 1928, and the nullity of the marringe of trans woman April Ashley
in 1970 [the case of Corbett v Corbett]'? each produced *a brilliantly precise
image® by “grafting of a narféw set of cultural signifiers’ onto an ostensibly
homogenous body of people (Doan, 2001: xii). All gay men were witry, elegant
aestheres. Lesbians were mannisk unfortunates burdened with Stephen
Gordon’s ‘mask of Cain’. And, in the public imagination, trans people would
always be trans women [so that trans men became invigible] and trans women
would always be, in the judge’s terms, “a pastiche of femininity’, a sort of piss-
elegant drag-queen, a kind of figure of fun. Interestingly, all three stereotypes
occupied wealchy circles, either the upper-middle class social and Brerary circles
of Wilde and Hall, or the et-zet’ filin and entertainment world of Ashley. The
majority of ordinary people were cut off from 1dentification with these power-
ful public symbols and their culrures, so that access to a gay or leshian or rrans
identity was made more problamaric for working class individuals, for example:

@ Quoted in Sguhan (1998 112).
X {Patitioner) {1957 SLT (Sc Gy 61,
12 Corbetr v Corbett {Othervise Ashley) [19707 Z Al ER, 33,
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The practical consequence of these chariges in social identity provides the
fowrth intersection of oppressions for trans, lesbian and gay people. Because
each was socially abhorrent, each had no emplovment rights. Evén rhough it
was not and is not 1legal to be lesbian {apart from in the Armed Services until
19993, “as lesbianism became a clearer concept during the twentieth cenrury, it
was also increasingly associated with a semi-criminal underworld of viclence,
murder and sexual depravity generally.” (Oram and Turnbull, 2001: 158). This
meant that it was considered reasonable to dismiss a woman from employment
for being 2 lesbian, on the grounds thar a hypotherical future customer or
employee might abject ve working with them, and thar there is no legal redress
in employment law. This was radressed in December 2003, with the implemen-
ration of the Employment Equality (Sexual Orientation) Reguladans although
their effectiveness in reducing workplace diserimination has yet to be tested.

In a money-based society, the right co work is the most fundamental right:
peopit should be judged by their economic potential, znd denial of employmenr
security i in effers denial of security of home, family and life. This point was
argued successfully in 1996 in the Buropean Court of Justice case, P v § and
Another (Sex Discrimination), which extended the Sex Discriminadion Act to
trans people.’” Similar arguments were used in the European Conrt of Human
Rights o end discrimination against lesbians and gay men in the UK Armed
Services in 2000." In both cases, it might be speculated ironically, the moral ams-
iety of an earlier age had perhaps been offser by Reaganomics and Tharcherism,
with the dogma of money redefining people by their utlicy as production unirs,
rather than by their human need. Consamerism as a social ideclogy may also
have influenced the rise in university programmes in women’s studies and gender
studies, since, as a colleague running such a programme once pur it ro me,
‘Provided it mzkes money, the authorities don’t seem o care what you reach’.

Viewed holistically, thése are degradations of labour, nor liberacors of it,
since consumesism offers only some severely restricted freedoms, which operate
to its marerial advantage. In sipport of this view, it might be nored that gay, les-
bian and trans people still éannot marry and that Section 28 unril recently inhib-
ited the teaching of LGT issues in schools inEngland and Wales. Further, since
1970 iz has not been possible for trans people o correct their birth certificatés,
or to adopt,and only strong community action has preventad trans people being
sent to the wrong sex prisen, where rrans women at least were routinely raped
by male inmates and warders alike. In spite of Home Office assurantes, the
trearment of trans people by the Prison Service ¢ontinues ro be a marter for con-
cern to trand zetivigrs, since it often does not provide hormone treatrient for
trans pecple in custody and no apparent policy lies behind decision-making.'*

13 Sée foninoee 2,

W Samidli and Grady o United Kingdos (3300) 29 EHRR 493; Lustig-Prean and Beckart v United
Kingdonr 2000) 25 EHRR 348,

1 Parliamentary Forum on Transsexualism, Notes of Meeting 5 June (Westminseer, I Lynne
Jones MP, 2003).
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SOCIO-MEDICAL INTERSECTIONS

T havs seen the plague stalking shamelossly through great social assemblies.”*

" Contrasting cliniczl viewpoines provided che first medical intersection in the
rreatment of lesbians, gay men and trans people. Those represented by Kraffe-
Ebbing, viewed parients as parverted and degenerate as a resulr of rheir inher-
ited vice; and those such as Havelock Ellis, viewed patienzs as often
inzellecrually and artistically distinguished and experiencing an anavoidable
biological disposition to same-sex partnerships. One viewpoint advocated coer-
cive vidlence while the other advocated earrecrive understanding, Tn the first
regime, gay men experienced hormone therapy as an alternative to imprison-
ment (Alan Turing, cracker of the Enigma code and progenitor of computer sci-

ence, committed suicide after his trearmenr; Hodges, 1992), aversion therapy, or

more extremely in the Third Reich, ceérmination as parr of the “final solution.’
Lesbians were commirtted to mental hospitals—*the asylums are larzely peopled

by nymphomaniacs and psople who indulge in this vice {leshianism}"™—os -

might be clitorectomised {Dally, 1991). Transsexualism was not recognised as a
distincr medical cazegory until 1968, when it appeared as a separare heading in
the Index Medicus (American Medical Association, 1968}, Sectioning into men-
ral hospirals, aversion therapy and ECT were used in its ereatment, while as late
as April 2002, exorcism wasadvocated as 2 ‘cure,’ by a UK psychiatrist working
in the field1®

The more benign medical appreaches to gay men, poignantly fictionalised in

EM Forster’s {1971} posthumousty published Mawrice, ranged from denial, to
hypnotism, to marriage cither as a cure or as a convenient charade. If you did -
aot act as though yon were ‘cured” then the alternative was to go abroad, as ¢

Wilde's friends begged him to do. Lesbianism might be benignly regarded as
nenrasthenia or as remporary hysteria, and treared with similar ‘cures® as gay
men, unless, af course, the women concerned were able to Hve independent

sactal lives and thus escape the concerns-of their families. More recently, it has
been regazded as a behavioural disorder, and teeated accordingly. The Last
Time | Wore a Dress describes Daphne Scholinski’s experience, of being placed
in a mental hospiral at the age of 15, for whart her psychiatrist called *failure to -

identify as a sexual female,’ and being subjected to a regime of compulsory

¢ See fontnete 1.

V7 Parliamentary Debates (House of Commons), Criminal Law Amendmenr Bill, 4 Auguse _'
1921, para. 17991806, Criminal Latw Awiendimane Bill [Lords). Ciced in Oram and Tarnbali {2001: -

158). _ _
18 Royal College of Psychiatrists Bducarional Meering, 16 April 2002, London, Royal Sodiety ot

Medicine. Speaking from the floor, the medical pracritioner said thar while he did nor expece wide:

acceptance for his viewpoint, He asked tliat it be taken seriously: in his experience, exoreism hag
been very effecrive in wrezting rranssexnalism, 25 had constanr prayer.
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re-educarion, which required her 10 wear makenp, walk with a swing in her
hips, and prerend ro be obsessed with boys, The confinement and trearmenr ro
malke ler behave ‘like 4 woman’ took place from 1983 to 1984 (Scholinsk! and
Adams, 1997). These standards of behaviour are those still required from rrans
women by medical practitioners, where there remains a reigning medical idea
that & major purpose of the real life experience (RLE), is to ensure that trans
people will be mvigible in society, that they will be able 1o *pass.” In some NHS
clinics, at time of writing, trans women are obliged to attend wearing a skirt and
high heels, or they are told that they are “not serious’ and their healtheare 15 can-
celled. In ar least one other clinic, quire bizarrely, trans people are obliged to go
before a panel of lay-people, who will contribate to the dedision as o whether
they should receive clinical care based on their appearance, This is not only a
breach of patient confidenriality, bur is 2lso not nsed for access to any other sur-
gical procedure. Some psychiatrists claim thar recral or vaginal examinarions
are a necessary part of their assessment processes and effectively impose them,
in breach of informed consent, o say norhing of common-sense. Certainly as
recently 25 1993, surgeons required trans women ro sign a humiliating form of
consent, produced just Gefore trearment, which said T, .. of . . . do consent ro
undergo the removal of the male genital organs and fashioning of an artificial
vagina as explained rome by . .. (sﬁrgﬁozj). Tundersrand it will not alter my male
sex and that it is being done to prevent deterioration in my menral health.?

In 1980, as rhe main entry for homosexnality was removed from the
American Psychiatric Association’s third, revised edition of the Diggnostic and
Statistical Manual of Registered Mental Illnesses {American Psychiarric
Association, 1980: 2414}, so rranssexualism was entered into it These
classifications provided clear signposting for the nesd for specialist clinical care
for trans people; and in thar sense were helpful, more, pechaps, in the USA,
where [XSM categories were related to claims on privare healthcare insurance,
Less helpfully, these medical caregorisations indicate a serond inrérsection
bedveen trans peoplé, gay men and leshians, the idéd rhat they are ‘unhappy
with themselves.” Homésexuality remains in the DSM as *ego-dystonic homo-
sexuality;” a sense of uhease with ore’s sexnality, just as transsexuslism,
entered as ‘Gender Idenrity Disorder,” is-a sense. of unease with one’s gender.
Intrinsically, however, none of these people are mentally ill: their *discomfort
arises from heterosexist bigotry. '

The separation between body and mind, which the DSM propagates, indi-
cates a third intersection, the use of hererosexual genital sex as the baseline for
defining relatienality, as Chau and Herring discuss slsewhere in this work. In
this discounsse, lesbians are viewed as usurping male sexual privilege, so that the
varietics and possibilities of their relationality are rednced, in the popular
phrase, ro the questicn ‘what do lesbians do in bed?, a reductionism which
emerges as the mrernalised homephobia ‘lesbian bed-death’ in populist lesbian
writing. Gay madle sex is concepmualised as anal sex, and used 1o elide
rranswomen’s sexial possibilities, since, discussing Ashley’s vagina in Corbett v
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Corkeit, the judge declared that "the difference berween sexual intercourse nsing
it, and anal or intra-crural intercourse s, in my judgement, o be measured in
centimetres.’'? The supposed sexual life of herercsexval trans men lies some-
where berween these discourses: for example, their fomale parmers are assumed
10 be ‘raken-in’ by them, in some instances, while spme phalloplasty focuses on
developing a prostheiic penis capable of exection, clearly a mrajor patrizrchal site
of anxiety. Gay trans men still do not exist in the public mind, and inrerestingly,
their assumed absence forms rhe keysrons of the rransphobia of psendo-socie-
togical works such as The Transsexual Empire (Raymond, 1979}.2 Like lesbian
teans women, gay trapns men are a pasticular source of uncertainty (and thus 2
parricniar locus of discrimination) because their circumstances operats immedi-
ately, and directly, against the values and assumptions of a viewpeint con-
structed on the primacy of heterosexual genital sex as the basis for relationality.
That these viewpoints are founded in a medical discourse, is dembnstrated by
the continued existence of sexclogy as a medical specialty, by the rextbooks
illustraring ‘phenotypes’ of gay, lesbian and trans people (the lacter stll current),
and by the research, stll being produced, into “tomboys and sissies’ which
focuses on madifying children’s behaviour rather than seeking to treat parenial
anxieties, as Johnsen discusses in this bool:.

Leading from rhis, a fourth intersection, then, lies at questions of etiology. Is
it narure or nurtore? Are lesbians, gay men and trans people the ‘produoct’ of
inherired congenital determinancs (like having blue eyes or blonde hair) or are
they ‘creations’ of their upbringing and social circumstances? Vicrorian sexol-
ogy decided for nature, but in penalising homosexual behavieur in publicand in
private, the 1885 Criminal Law Amendment Acr, seemed o be asserting that
homosexunality was espoused behaviour, 2 matter of choice. Politically, 2
‘nurture’ argument opened vp the possibility of a cure by the new discipline of

psychiatey, rather than punishment, On the other hand, a congenital etiology

offerad a powerful argument for reforming the punitive treatment of gay men,
lesbians and zrans peopie. Natural jusrice demands that people are not penalised
for that which is beyond their control. Biglogists® ohservations of the animal
kingdom were marshalled ro support the idea of a ‘gay gene,” or z ‘brain-sex,”
which pradispesed individuals to certain ferms of behaviour. The choice io fol-
Tow this predisposition then became 2 matter of individuals’ freedom of expres-
sion. Some part of this ideclogy, at least, informed the work of the Albasny
Trust, set up in 1958 to inform and educats, alongside the Homosexual Law
Reform Society, after governmant's refusal of the recommendations of the
Wolteriden Répdrt that consenting gay séx be legalised for men over 21 years of
age (Alerman, 1971).

It was also the prevailing medical disconirse for trans people, following Harry
Benjamin’s introduction of the syndrome of transsexnalism into the general

# Sce footnote 12,
¢ Foran analysts of the rexe see Stone (1987).
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medical communicy in 1954, Througheut the 1950s and 1960s, trans people in
the UK were understond to experience a congenitally-based condidon. They
were entitled to appropriate, if limited, clinical care, had their birth certifieares
gorreered, could marey and adopt and had full civil liberties. The rouce was not
easy; since name changes on social security documents were not available pre-
operatively, automatically outing people in anything other than casual jobs. A
few prominent people received unwelcome attention from the Press, such as
Roberra Cowell, whose father was Surgeon-Generat to the King, bur the vast
majority of this tiny minority lived their lives unremarkably and our of the pub-
lic eye.

Professor John Money’s ‘John/Joan” case is discussed i detail by Chau and
Herring in this volume, Briefly, in 1967, American physician and self-scyled
‘missicnary of sex (Celapinto, 1997 59), Professor John Money, announced
that he had solved the narure/nurture debate. One of a pair of twin boy babies
Lad accidentally been penecromised during circumcision: he had been reas-
signed as female, never been told of his reassignment and brought up as 2 girl.
Money announced thar, afrer long-term follow-up, the girl had successfully
adjusred e her new role. Thus, it was clearly nurture, not nature, which decided
the sex of people. By implicarios, it might be argued that it was nurture, o,
which decided the sexuality of mentally stable people who had no and-social
desires—hererosexuals, in other words~—thus furcher confirming homosexual-
ity 25 2 menral illness and crimimal acrivity. From the point of view of the rrans
communities, it is not possible to overestimate the inflience of this single, highly
publicised case. Many of the senior medical pracitioness whe still provide care
fortrans people in the UK were Money’s students; his work made it ro the high
street bookshops as pop-science; and he was successful in seeking a high media
profile. As one trans aCLVIST pul ir to me:

You kriow, I boughe thar paperback, Sexial Sigastures, and 1 thoughs, right, now Ill
find out who T am, row Pllsort out . . . 1 must have been abour nineteen or twenty and
1 was just exhausted by frying to ‘work ot who 1 was, what T was, whatever. And he
rold me I was mad. If I'd heen brought up propesly, and as far as T knew I’d had the
same upbringing as my brother, I'd be fne. And Twas like so clearly not fine.-56 [ mast
be insane. ] spens years wondering if I'd go madder, years controlling everything 1 did
so no-one would find our I was really mad, wasn'zthis respectable, inrelligent, respon-
sible person but really a crazy person.™

Gender reassignment programines were closed and the same set of ‘therapies’
that had been used on gay men-and lesbians were transferred wholesale for use
on trans people. This new pathologisation was followed by a new disenfran-
chisement of trans people in the UK, through the 1970 case of Corbeti v Corbett,
in which medical evidence of congenital disposition, which had formerly been
accepred in courts of law, was now igrored > From chat point on, civil ideritity

21 Personal disenssion. The individual in guestion prefers to remain anonymous.
2 gee foomate 12,
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was refused to crans people, who felt outlawed, criminalized, abjected. It was
not until 1998, thas, in rthe USA, Professor-Milton Diamend discovered thereal
ouzcome of John Money’s iconoclastic research, The child who had been reas-
signed had never been happy in their new gender, had always believed them-
scives to be a boy, and as soon as they were able to, had reassigned to malc.
Money’s findings were revealed as being grossly oversrated ar best, but not
before a generation of rertiary specialists had beerr misled, a generation of
patients mistreated, and a generarion of citizens denied civil identity,
Interestingly, thongh, even before Diamond’s discovery, Money's ‘murture’
position had shifted towards a multifacterial one, so thar in 1994, he srared
‘causality with respecr to gender identity disorder is subdivisible into genetic,
prenaral hormonal, posmartal social, and pestpuberral hormonal determinants’

and suggesred that ‘there is no one cause of a gender role . . . Nature.alone is nor

responsible, nor is nurnuee, alone, They work together, hand in glove.” (Money
P £l =) T

1994). This clinical view of rranssexnalism as mult-factorial was supporied by .

the tertiary specialists and researchers {including Meney) whe contributed o
the Parliamensary Forum’s production, Transsexualism: the current medical
viewpaoint (de Ceglie et al., 1996). That document, which was produced by
acrivists ro provide a clear and authoricative overview of transsexualism, for
clinical and non-clinica! professionals, rapidly became a standard item of
evidence in legal cases in this area.

As ihe pendelum swung farther from nurtere and closer to nature, so the idea

of rranssexualism as an intersex condirion began fo be raised. Part of the activist

agenda in the UK was to provide analogies berween transsexualisin and other
medical conditions, which would erode its formal inclusion in the DSM 252
mentzl iiloess. For example, medical treatment for trans people was described
as a process of moving from zn already healthy state-of being to an even health-
ier-one, and an analogy was made wirh pregnancy as a similar movement from
hezlthiness to increased health. The long-term medication thar trans people
require was compared to that required by diabetics, whose physical condition is
otherwise stable. A similar analogy was made with what little is known abous
the eticlogy of transsexualism, that it is like an intersex conditicn, where indi
viduals are born with physical characeeristics of hoth sexes (see also Chau and
Herring, this volume).

This meraphorical view was concrerised in the public mind by popular sci-

ence as braig-sex, and in the scientific mind by authorirative clinical research

{e.g. Zhou ef al., 1995; Swazb et al,, 2001; discugsed by Johnson, this voluseg).

However, ar a culrural level, organisations representing intersex people have

strongly conresred this idearification, 2nd in the discussions currently taking
place, there is a sense thar rhe lireralisation of the metaphorical analogy has been
seen as an encroachment by trans people onto the rerritory of intersex people.
One view that has been expressed to me is that this represents a kind of cultoral
imperialisny by trans peaple, an attempt to justily themselves by introding on a

medical caregorisadion thar belongs to others, which is culrurally oppressive,
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Another view I have heard expressed is that these objections are simply trans-
phobia, thar these are medical elassifications rather than definitions of people’s
whotle lives and beings, and that intersex people seem ta be perpetuating a cycle
of abuse rather than seeking a broader social emzncipasion.

EDUCATION

“The following section shall be inserted after section 2 of the [1986 c. 10 Local
Government Act 1986 (prohibition of political publicity)’ Section 28, 1988

Educarion was used starkly as handmaiden to politics with the introduction ef
Section 28 o the Local Government Act in 1988, This effectively removed teach-
ing abour gay, lesbian and trans lssues from schools, and thus provides a major,
obvions inrersection between the communities. It provided that:

A local anthority shall not—

{a) intentionally promore homosexuzlity or publish material with the intention
of promoting homosexualiy;

(%) promote the eaching in any maintained school of che acceprability of
homosexualiry as a prerended family relationship.

This vas education at the service of ultra-conservatrism, enacting a cenrralist
propagandist aganda, with the purpose of silencing, and removing identiry
from, particelar minarity groups in sociery. The consequences for school-goers
who might suffer i the process were of no concern. Wherher they were the sib-
fings, children, relatives or friends of people who were gay, leshian or trans (see
below), or were themselves identified as one of those groups, they were o be
given no help, support or sympathy by their teachers. By defaulr, homophobia
and lesbophobia became state-sanctioned and acceprable to government, since
there was no staré-sponsored route ro teaching that this might be unazeceprable
behaviour. As far as sexual behaviour is concerned, transphobia was arguably
similarly legitimised: if you are physically male buit legally female, or vice-versa,
any sexual relationship with any parmer is a homosexual one. Sex education
became herérosexist sex educgrion, with an elision of issues of sexuality or gen-
der. Children mighe be curicus abeut sex, bur that curiosity could be directed in
only one, state-sanctiofied direction. The parallel here i compuisory education
is with religions education of an eatlier period, which ranght and allowed
inquiry only intc Anglican Christianity. In a secularised, multi-fairh society, an
extreme right-wing viewpoint erected “thie family’ in place of *the Church,’ and
specified what counted as ‘the family—or, more explicitly, whar did nor.
Where the Depariment for Education and Science was gagged by the
Cunstevative gavernment, the Departmenr of Health ook over. Healrhcare
education could legitimately deal with issues forbidden to Local Education
Authorities, and atleast, ar some poinr in their young lives, adolescents had a
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possibility of accessing information about a way of living thar, while not illegal,

doxy abour what constiruted ‘the family,” butic seems ro have haen placed under ©

the same broad umbrella of scceprable male sexunal irresponsibility, a5 was sex-
vally transmitted disease, the kind of hypocrisy made famous by Michael
Portillo’s coyly sanctimonious confessions. Healtheare education provided a

loophole through which young gay and lesbian pzople had an oppertunity te ©

fmd some limited authentication of themselves, in a relacively supportive envi-
ronment, and to develop a starting point for a sense of self-worth.,

Adequazre education in transsexualism at any level is 2 more recent phenom-
enon. Standard psychiacric works, such as the Oxford Textbook of Psychiatry,
rended to replicare ourdated descriprions of rrans people. Ir said little about
trans men, focusing on trans women, and provided a diagnostie description
which includes “they usually apply for the kind of work thar is done by women
and enjoy cooking and sewing.” (Gelder et al., 1997). Similarly, a 2001 survey of
Medical School and Postgraduate Deanery teaching abourt rranssexualism in the
undergraduate and posigraduate medical corriculum showed that a minoricy
provided any reaching on the subject to medical students. Indeed, one Medical
School deliberately excluded it from the curriculum 25 an inappropriately sala-
cious subject {Playdon, 2002). Formaately, however, both the Oxford Texthook
and the varions reaching agencies for medicine have demonstrated their will-
ingness to take this issue on board. The former has revised irs enrry after repre-
sentations were made to it, and sevéral undergradnare and poscgraduate
agencies have incorporaced new marerial into their curricula, in résponse to the
Survey. .

The enforeed elision of GLTR issues from education had a further knocl-on
effect. Gurter-press journalismi became the only generally available source of
expertise, and thereby the mediating, educational agency for the UK public, Part
of the project of feclamation and re-education thus became chailenging undc-
ceprable press coverage. In trans lobbying two major stratepies were deployed.
Omne was 1o complain repeatedly to the Press Association abous the-use of insuls
ing headlines, such as *No Nobby Bebby?, o report on 4 rans woman {n the

police service. The other was to provide deliberately low-key, issues-led press .

conferences, as fringe meetings at the major national party politcal conferences
antil, 25 one campaigner reported, press officers were overheard to say that they
weren’t going o the conferences ‘because there’s nothing sensational tﬁmre,‘z_3
This work was accompanied by the dissemination of material produced by sup-
port groups. Press For Change and GIRES (Gender Identity Research and
Education Sociery: www.gires.org.uk) were and are pre-eminent in the trans
communites in this area, as the Albany Trust and the Campaign for
Homosexual Equality (CHE) werein 1960s and 1970s campaigning for gay men,

T3 it r i e
Christine Burns, former Vice-President of Press For Change, both led many of these presscén: -

ferences and reporred this saccess at a meeting of the Parlamenrary Forum on Transsexnidism.
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as Radicaleshians were in the 1970s, and as the Hall-Carpenter archives
(renamed The Lesbian and Gay Newsmedia Arclive in 2001} continues to be.

The need for edueation is huge, therefore, 1o epen the silenced discussions
about leshizn, gay and trans lives, to remediate distorred images such as thar of
‘predatory homosexuals,” and to end the moral panics that assaciate, varigusly
and seemingly interchangeably, homesexuality and rranssexuzlity with pae-
dophilia and anti-social behaviour. This continues to be a crucial arena for
activism, with voluntary groups appearing to provide much of the imperus and
most of the information needed in this educarional project. For example, the
Gay and Lesbizn Association of Docrors and Denrists (GLADD) produced in
2002 a ser of Guidelines on Dignity at Work for Lesbian and Gay Doctors and
Dentists (GLADD), and lobbied effectively so thas, by 2003, their Guidelines
had been formally adopred by the Deparrment of Health, the Gereral Medical
Council and the British Medical Association (GLADD, 2002).

That example also suggests another set of intersections, the hidden discussions
and exchanges thar take place berween different groups of acrivists, so thar each
can learn from, and benefit by, the work of othets. So, as part of this informal
educational agenda, the barrister who spoke at the GLADD workshop through
which its Guidelines were initiared, Rambi de Mello, was the same barrister who
worked with Madeleine Rees to creaté and carry through P v § awed Another (Sex
Discrimination)**. Similarly, on a personal note, while rthat case was waiting to
be heard by the EC], Madeleine and I were casting round for ways by which it
might inform and be useful to lesbian and gay campaigning; and hit on the
Armed Forces as a fertile possibility. A phone cali ro Stonewall, the gay and les-
bian campaigning body, established thatthey were thinking along the same lines.
Conseguently, on one hot June evening, a lot of people crammed a small room
in St James, Stonewall’s then headquarters, including Madeleine, myself, Rank
Outsiders and the solicizor who had just won the landmark Armed Services preg-
nancy case. Qut of that first meeting, where different activists were pooling expe-
dences and sharing possibitities, came the successful action roend diserimination
against leshians and gay men in the Armed Services.

Tn chis connection, the Internet has proved invaluable as a source of informa-
rion and exchange of ideas. For researchers, it provides archived documents thar
otherwise are difficalr to obtain, and ephemera thatr would be impossible to
source. For activists, it provides a nerwork of contacrs rhat is nvahuable. Cer
Edwards, the researcher who pur tegether Liberry’s Amicus brief for the case of
Hossbam & Sheffield 25 provided as part of thar brief a chart showing the givil
liberties enjoyed by trans peeple across the world (Liberey, 1997). Press For
Change, the lobbying organisation that supplied him with the infoimation, did
so by trawling the Internet, and where informarion was not réadily available,
found someone elsewhere in the world who couid provide ir.

* Ser fontnote 2.
5 Sheffizld and Horsbaw v United Kingdom [1998] 2 FLR 928.
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ROADS TO FREEDOM

‘Preedom at last! Lowg soughs, long praved for—ages and ages long: The burden 1o
which L-contimually rettern . " Edward Carpenrer {1896: 3)

The roads o freetiom for gay men, leshians and trans people both intersect and
diverge, as the communities seek to work together and also pursue their ovwn
legivimate interests. This has produced a curious counterpoins, in which trans
people first had a civil identity while gay men were criminatized and lesbians
narrowly avoided the same fare. Then when gay men were decriminalised; trans
people lost their civil status. Now, at a peint when governmenr has announced
a drafr Gender Recognition Bill wo allow trans people to gain lepal recognition
in their real gender,?® and new legislarion has been implemented in Decembes
2003 to provide employment protection for gay men and lesbians, there is a
resurgence of opposition o the removal of Clause 28. It is as if saciery always
needs a victim to assnage its (hetero)sexual anxiery.

The most crucial intersection bas been the common actions of organising and
activism. I the end-point of the social processes of exclusion is education, asa
rneans of disseminarting the oussidership of the abjscted group, then the starting
peint for acrivism against it is alse edocarion: rell the story again, bur tell iz dif-
ferently. Valorising the standpoint of marginalized individuals, beginning
research with their lived, daily experiences, and developing theories our of
that—the approach of ferminisr praxis—became the almost instinctive response
of lesbian, gay and trans acrivists.

In 1967, homosexuality was decriminalised in Fngland and Wales by
Parliamerit’s acceprance of 21 as the age of consent, although it took another
thirteen years for Scotland to accept that, another fifteen years for Northem
Ireland, and the Isle of Man only gor there in 1992, The Stonewall Riot, in New
York City, in June 1969, herzlded a new phase of gay civil righrs lobhying and
a new sense of “gay pride’, expressed in the UK by the foundation of the Gay
Liberation Front in 1970. This phase found expression in a “we're here, we're

gueer, ger used to it’ approach o public campaigning. In 1973, the Campaiga -
for Homosexual Equality {CHE) was started, working with the Nariodal |

Council for Civil Liberties (now Liberry). In conperation with other agencies, it
established rhe counselling service, FRIEND, In the same vear, che Narjonal
Union of Students annuval conference included *gay civil rights’ on its agenda,
Fallowing the punitive introduction of Section 28 of the Local Governmenr Act
in 1988, Stonewall was founded in 1989, and is-now the most prominent cor-
temporary UK lobbying oreanisarion for gay and lesbian civil iiberries, By 1995,
a case against the UX government had been bronghr in the Furopean Cour of
Human Rights, allaging that the different ages of consent for gay and heteza-

6 Cm 5§73, announced by Department af Constiturional Affairs, 13 July 2003,
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sexual people breached human rights. This case was suspended in 1997 afer the
then Home Secretary, Jack Seraw, said thar the governmenr would da every-

thing possible to change the law. In 2000, the age of consent for gay men and les-

bians was set at 16, in England, Wales and Scotland.

The issuzs of the gay male community were not necessarily those of the lesbian
communiry. Afrer all, lesbianisin had never been illegal, and lesbians were not
distinguished from other Victorian women in being badly rreated—all were dis-
enfranchised, barred from the universiries, forbidden the professions, emphari-
cally second-class citizens who sheuld know their place. First-wave feminism was
concerned with women i general, therefore, not lesbians In parneular

Invisibilicy was and 1s an issue for lesbian acrivises, hpwever. The auromatic

assumption that all women wish ro have a husband and children, and the sodial
invalidation of those who do not, which comprises ‘compulsory hererosexuality’,
iz one cause of lesbians being unacknowledged in society. Another facet is the
interpretation of the lives of distinguished women in pattiarchal terms, so that
marriage or absence of marriage is presented as the defining fearure of their lives;
these are areas investigated by Lynne Segal (this volume]. Second wave feminism,
m the 1960s and 1970s, presenced a rebust challenge ro these miores, wirth 1deas
such as "nndl all women are leshians there will be no revolation’ (Johnston, 1973:
166), and the notion of a ‘lesbian continuum”® (Rich, 1980} of relationality berween
women, from close affectionare friendship ro committed Hifelong sexual partner-
ship. As the women’s movement developed, so it took different directions in che
USA and in Europe. In the USA, the emphasis tended to be on a homogenizing
view of “Women' as beirig somehow a single, collective group. Politically, US
feminism was criticized as ‘limited reformism, improving the lot of an already
relatively empowered selection of Whire, middle-class, heternsexual, female indi-
viduals’ (Munt, 1994: 35). By contrase, European feminism was more open t©
Eurcpear social and polidcal critiques, which led it to embrace diversé counzer-
culrural projecrs; to adopt a parricular approach of welfare radicalism; and to
nnderstand women as occupying a series of intersecting oppressions in society,
which could be understood only by an analysis of the lived, everyday experience
of individuals. While recognising the differences in these approaches, ali were
imvaluable, in raising consciousness, producing debare, developing written
accounts and discussions of lesbian lives and issues, and thereby coneribating to
the constraction of a multiplicity of leshian identities. Leshian ‘invisibilisy’ had
not prevented individuals being treated harshly, and perhaps had contribueed to
it, since there was less possibility of organised resistance o oppression. The
debares produced by, and in respanse to, second wave ferninist were-crucial in
facilitating organised activism, such as the Lesbian Avengers, the lesbian women
ar Greenham Common, or the Dykes on Strike who mazched against the war in
Irag on International Women’s Day 2003 in seventy different countries.®

7 nrernacional Wages Due Lesbians {2003) Dykes on Strike [fyver]. hup/womensrrike8m.
server10T.con.
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for example, ‘ownership’ of figures such as Billy Tipton and Brandon
Tecna/Teena Brandon {passing women or trans men?), about gay and lesbian
monogamy or act monogamy, about the arguable oppressive misogyny of drag
queens, about loud and proud or quiet assimilation, and abouz the suitability of
feshians, gay men and trans people as parents, to name 3 few late-night dinner-
party discussions.

Strexching over all this demotie diseussion js the post-modern debars, tanta-
lising, exciring, and refnsing completion: are lesbian/gay/irans identizies based

in some kind of biological essencialism or are they purely socially constructed?

Or is it possible that there is a kind of self-derermined personal essentialism,
from which one negotiares the variery of identities available in a socially cop-
structed sociery? The pragmatic acrivist might note the power that essentialism
has in the courtroem and the public mind, and might wonder whether gay
activism would have progressed furdher if it had not dropped the ‘gay gene
argument in favour of 2 *gay pride’ stance. Such an activist might alse acknow-
ledge thar their long-rerm goal was a society in which such arguments had no
inflaence, where people were atlowed ro construct their lives and idenzities in
freedom. Interrogating the balance berween pragmarism and utopianism, judg-
ing where only a short rerm benefic is available bur nevertheless acfing with
long-term objecrives in mind, is part of the necessary coniradiction through
whieh activism is carried our,

So, what do these alternarives and possibilities mean about the agency of
individuals? How do we create difference ro denote separate people and groups,
while maintaining communality and group identity? Is the jded of gender
liberating ar oppressive? What would a gender-free sociery look likeé? Are such
ideas deterministic utopias or achievable socio-political realities? Must political
action always be at the reduerionist expense of intellecrual debate? Is postmod-
ern narrative potentially oppressive in irs general inaccessibility and its negleer
of the literal difficuley of everyday existence of ordinary people? Isn't it essen-
rially ar odds with feminist research? And does post-feminism really open up
new possibilities? . . . to name a few post-dinner-parcy feverish anxieties.

I 2m pleased to say that [ have no answers, Activisin, by its nature, is full of
questions and near answers are invitations to scepricism. At the moment, it
appears fliai some significant gains are abour to be made in this parricular field,
But in the same breath, it is necessary to ask how these concessions mighe be
diluced in their administration, how far, for example, Genuine Occuparionsl
Qualifications will be used 1o protect bastions of homophobic bigotry, such as
the Anglican Charch, from participaring in social change? Whar measures will
be taken by employers to implemient new legistarion, apart from a surface cos-
metic change to their Bqual Opportunities Policies, if we are lucky? Will goy-
ermtirent allow the painfully tiny number of trans people—perhaps less than a
handful—who stili remain in marriages rhey entered before they rransitioded 1o
maintain that marieal starus or will they be obliged to divorce in order td sake

up. their fall civil stamms, our of the establishment’s fear of condoning gay -
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marriages? What pieces of case law will still be vulnerable to challenge and how
will we be able to prosect them? What interpretations will courts pue on cases

and how can we second-guess them? Questions. That is the activisrs legacy.

(Juestions.
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Trans activism came refatively late ro the parry. Crushed by the law in 1970,
theentry of transsexualism in DSM in 1980 at Jeast provided a rallying poinz for
a sense of shared identity for trans people, as well as providing diagnostic crire-
ria for the Arst rime, and thus ushering in a possibility of more effective health-
care for rrans people. Trans issues had been taken on 1o some degree by Gay
Liberation, so that, for example, one of the founding members of the Gay
Liberation Fronr, Roz Kaveney, was later a representative for trans issues at
Libérey and ar the Parliamentary Forum. However, many of the issues were dif-
ferent from those of gay men and lesbians since, for example, all people treated
for transsexualism requize & degree of clinical intervention which gay men and
leshians do not, and in the process of gaining thar healtheare, they necessarily
‘out’ themselves: sraying ‘in the cloget” is not an oprion. In 1978 che Self-Help
Association for Transsexuals (SHAFT) was [ounded, with a strong awareness
that the community had previeusly had full civil liberties. A first political focus
was on that issue through conract with rrans people who had had theéir birth
certificates corrected in the past, while af the same time providing support o
individuals who were in the processes of transitioning, In 1986, the Arstattempt
ro gamn correction of the Birch Certificare in the Enropean Court of Human
Righrs failed, as did the second in 1990, the third [in the High Court] in 1998 and
the forrth in 2000. But in the eatly 1990s, the various self-help groups into which
SHAFT had developed, collaborared to form an over-arching lobbying group,
Press For Change®® and shortly afterwards, the Parliamenvary Forom on
Transsexualism was established. These two bodies brought together legal, med-
iczl, and other experts, and sympathetic Parliamentarians, and berween them
oroduced a strong pressure for change. The fiest victory came in 1996, when a
case in the Européan Court of Justice meant thart trans people had employment
rights.?® In 1996, Kate More of Gender and Sexuality Alliance produced
Guidelines for the Prison Service on the rreatment of trans prisoners {More,
1996), which were subsequently used by rhe Prison Service as the basis for its
own draft Guidelines (FIM Prison Service Directorate of Healtheare, 1999). In
1998, a High Cotrt case decided that Health Authorities had vo malee appropri-
ate provision for trearnent for transsexualism on the NHS: until then, the norm
was for peeple to pay privately for trearment, something mads particolarly
difficitle by their generally unemployed starus.3?

Soon afterwards, in 2002, che decision of the European Courr of Human
Rights in the cases of Geodwin and [ v United Kingdom, held that the govern-
ment's [aifure to alter the birth cerrificates of rranssexual people or to zllow
them to marry in their new gender role was a breach of the European
Convention or Human Righrs®!. Accordingly, the UK government has put into
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motion machinery to provide full civil status for trans people, for the first rime
sinee 1970. Although a lare arrival in the field, and with slender resources ar itg
disposal, rrans activism and lobbying has proved to be highly suceessful.

At the time of writing, then, ali three groups are engaged in the project of
reclaiming their community for dignity, nor abjection, and in rewriting 2
history, which has sysrematically excluded oz humiliated them. All are now

arriculate, professional, legally experienced and well-organised, capable of

resisting exclusion, commirted to working for equaliey and nothing less. And
increasingly, all three are gaining a European identity which is separating them
from the USA’s fragmented lega!l system, moralisric medicine, and aggressively
conservative politics.

NO FINAL DESTINATION?

My highly selective narrative may have given an impressien of cohesion in 2
series of fields, which are, in realiry, fragmenred and debated. T have pursued
this course of action for five reasons, First, becanse the areas of commonality
berween leshian, gay and trans issues are less frequently considered. Second,
because in the practice of activisim, it is usual for each group to seek 1o avoid
actions which might have negative repercussions for the orhers. Third, because
the legal teams, which work to advance lesbian, gay and trans issues, are ofren
made up of the same people and certainly cross-consult to use each other’s argu-
ments and law. Fourth, because the areas of medical interest, which deal with
gay arid lesbian issaes, intetsect with those which deal wich trans issues, ofren
informing and supporting each other in a similar way t that of legal teams.
Fifth and finally, because there is a growing theorerical lirerature on queer
theory and trans studies, to which this spproach may make a contribution.
However, | cannot conclude withour turnieg to a final intersection. As soci-
ety starts 1o become, in some degree, less repressive for gay men, lesbiaps and
trans people, in terms of legal sanction and medical puniriveness, so there is an
increasing possibitity for individuals and groups to understand, debaze and
assert their own views of their idensities. This has been a constant undercurrent
in, and backdrop to, all of the activism o the UK for a generation,and from time
to time, the divergences of interesss have been at least as evident as the intersec-
Gons. Some second wave feminism tejecred lesbians as not really having actess
to ‘women’s life-experience’. Gay men were initially congigned to the pazriarchy
by lesbian feminism, with a return to shared interests only occurring with the
AIDS epidemic. Some lesbians—the so-called ‘lesbian police’—rejected other
tesbians who had formerly been married, as not réally having access to ‘leshian
life-experience”. Gay politics polarised along the propriery of foreibly ‘outing’
closeted gay men in prominent public positions. Some feminists rejected trans
women as having formerly enjoyed ‘the fruits of the patriarchy’. Lesbian poli-
tics polarised zlong the propriety of 5 & M. There are ongoing debates about,
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